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July 5 | Stop Crying! 
Did you ever notice that as soon as someone starts to cry, those around 
the person try to get them to stop? Do you know someone who goes out 
of their way to avoid crying? We will discuss the benefits of crying.  
—  Peter House

July 12 | The Real Reason I Go to Breakfast 
As 21st-century Americans, we have become quite accustomed to having 
lots of choices, and having it “our way” whenever we want something. 
But do our choices sometimes blind us to what’s really important? 
— Peter House

July 19 | Resisting Erasure 
Join all three Rochester and Finger Lakes UU Congregations at First 
Universalist, downtown, at 10:30 am, for a special all-ages worship ser-
vice to celebrate Pride! 
—  Rev. AJ van Tine, Rev. Cindy Terlazzo, & Rev. Eileen Casey-Campbell

July 26 | The Dozen Donut Scenario  
We all have things that bother us to the point that we obsess over them. 
All of the advice suggests that it’s best to push these thoughts away, and 
not dwell on them. But is there a benefit to gorging ourselves on them? 
— Peter House

August 2 | What Atheists Get Wrong
Our atheist friends are often very good at explaining what they DON’T 
believe. But in their rejection of all things religious, do they sometimes 
end up throwing the baby out with the bath water? 
— Peter House

August 9 | Holding Hope
In a time when despair seems easy or rage feels useful, can we make a 
case for hope? What are the ways that we hold hope for one another? 
—  Rev. Eileen Casey-Campbell

Worship will be online and in-person at First Universalist Church. Check our website for more 
updated info! Please join us – Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/131764422; Phone 
number: 1-646-558-8656 with Meeting ID: 131 764 422.    

mailto:minister%40uuroc.org?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/131764422
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August 16 | Recapturing Parts of Ourselves
When we are young, the innate nature of our souls forms a lot of who we are. As we age, take on 
responsibilities, cope with tragedies, and endure disappointments, we often jettison parts of our-
selves in the service of duty. Can we use our last years to recapture the parts of ourselves that we 
miss most? 
— Peter House 

August 23 | Going With the Flow 
Life is full of responsibility and precision. We are all trained to try to control as much as we pos-
sibly can. But would we have more peace if we let go of our need to control things or have them 
a certain way?
—  Peter House 

August 30 | Don’t Put a Spin on Things
The human mind is simultaneously a wonderful gift, and a huge burden. Sometimes we can 
over-problem-solve. We’ll explore the benefits of learning when the working of our mind is a gift, 
and when it robs us of our peace. 
— Peter House

  Services begin at 10:30am  

As I prepare for each summer in the pulpit, I al-
ways review the seven UU Principles. Most years, one 
or two jump out at me as offering something which 
really meets the moment we are in. This summer, I 
feel most called to the second UU Principle, which is  
“Justice, equity and compassion in human relations”. 
In the current political moment we are in, this is not 
an empty platitude. It is the work we are called to. 

If we are committed to justice, we must call out 
examples of injustice when we see them. When ICE 
is rounding up innocent people, and separating fami-
lies, we must speak up. When voting rights are being 
eroded, our environment is being degraded, and our 
trans siblings are being used as political pawns, we 
must call it out—clearly and unequivocally. If we truly 
stand for justice, we don’t stand down while cruelty is 
justified by our leaders, our neighbors, and much of 
the media. 

If we are committed to equity, we must always 
strive to see who may be left out of the conversation. 
We have a moral duty, and an ethical responsibility to 

Justice, Equity, 
& Compassion

A Message from 
Peter House

use our privilege to give voices to the voiceless. A true 
commitment to equity means that we prioritize the 
most vulnerable among us—even if it robs us of some 
of our privilege, and comfort. 

If we are committed to compassion, we will show 
up for everyone in equal measure when we are 
needed—the person we struggle to get along with, 
the person who we feel a tendency to judge, and the 
neighbor who voted for a different party than we did. 
Compassion isn’t always easy, but it is always worth it. 

Our current political era is exhausting, and over-
whelming. Every day it seems there is a new problem 
that demands our effort, a new fear that robs our 
souls of peace, and a new cause that needs our voice. 
Always remember that you will be the most effective 
agent for change if you take time to nurture your 
own soul. 

I learned in seminary that good sermons either 
comfort the afflicted, or afflict the comfortable. The 
current state of the world is enough to afflict all but 
the most comfortable among us. My mission this sum-
mer will be to offer enough comfort for the afflictions 
we are all facing to sustain us as we live our second 
principle with the passion and effort that have always 
defined our incredibly generous, and justice-oriented 
congregation. May we all sustain each other as we do 
this vital work. 

With much love, Peter 
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July Social Justice Plate: 
Recovery All Ways 
Submitted by Joy Leccese

Our July Social Justice Plate Offering is designated 
for Recovery All Ways (RAW) and will be collected on 
Sunday, July 19.

​Recovery All Ways is a peer-led, community-cen-
tered organization rooted in dignity, harm reduction, 
and real support. Based here in Rochester, New York, 
they support people impacted by substance use, men-
tal health challenges, homelessness, and the many 
barriers that come with trying to survive in systems 
that were not built with everyone in mind. 

Please give generously to assist this vital effort in 
our community. Thank you. For more information, 
go to recoveryallways.org.  

Clothing Donations 
Wanted!
Submitted by Justin Wilson, Cong. Life Coordinator

On Friday, July 17, we will be hosting a Gender 
Affirming Clothing Swap! To prepare for this event, 
we are seeking donations of clothes.

 Place donations of clean, new, or gently used 
clothing in the labeled bins in the Clara Barton 
Lounge between now and the event date. 

Please only donate garments that have 
been laundered and are still wearable (no 
stains, holes, etc.). Participants attending 
the free event will be able to try on and 
take home clothes that affirm their identity.  

August Social Justice 
Plate: Mockingbird Farm 
Sanctuary 
Submitted by Joy Leccese

Our August Social Justice Plate Offering is 
designated for Mockingbird Farm Sanctuary and will 
be collected on Sunday, August 16.

Mockingbird Farm Sanctuary has been a place of 
refuge for farm animals since its inception in 2015.  
Its mission is to provide lifetime sanctuary to farm 
animals, with donations solely benefiting direct 
animal care. Mockingbird Farm Sanctuary believes in 
treating all beings with compassion and respect, and 
they strive to promote a cruelty-free vegan lifestyle. 
Whether you are a pet lover or not, these animals 
are a vital part of the web of all life, and deserve our 
support. 

Please give what you can to support. Thank you! 
For more information, visit mockingbirdfarmny.com.  

First Universalist Pride 
Weekend: July 17−19!
Submitted by Justin Wilson, Cong. Life Coordinator

Celebrate Pride with a symphony of events!

• Friday, 6:30pm, First Universalist Church – 
Help us decorate our Pride float and participate in 
a gender affirming clothing swap! Bring clothes to 
donate and share.

• Saturday, 11am, South Avenue – March with us 
or come out to support us and our float in the Pride 
parade. Watch the “This Week” email for exact timing and 
location for line up!

• Sunday, 10:30am, First Universalist Church 
– Join us for a special Pride-themed sermon and 
worship service.  

http://recoveryallways.org
http://mockingbirdfarmny.com
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Drop-In Discussion
Submitted by John Lukes

Drop-in discussions are held Tuesdays from 6:30-
7:30pm via Zoom, and in-person on the first Sunday 
of the month in the Chalice Room (23) at 9:15am. 
Phil Ebersole is the contact for in-person discussions. 
Look on uuroc.org/drop-in-discussions for the link!

Sunday, July 5 | Masculinity, Femininity, and the 
LGBTQ+ Spectrum  *In-person*
From sexual orientation to gender identity, from 
pronouns to assigned sex, from toxic masculinity to 
gender roles, there is a lot of new terminology and 
public debate about the question, "Who am I?". We 
will give a brief primer, watch a short comedy video 
debating the sexuality of kitchen utensils, and discuss 
what it means to live authentically in our current 
times. Justin Wilson will lead the discussion.

July 7 | Iran—How Did We Get Here?
The US war with Iran has dominated headlines this 
year, has had far-reaching impacts around the globe, 
and is unlikely to be fully resolved in short order. 
How did we get here? We'll present a quick overview 
on the history of Iran, including some key moments 
since 1900. Together we'll then discuss current chal-
lenges and barriers and what we might foresee in 
the coming years, both realistically and idealistically.  
Justin Wilson will host and facilitate the discussion.​

July 14 | A Fool’s Errand
Tonight we will watch Rev. Eileen Casey-Campbell’s 
first sermon as our new minister last August. “A service 
on the beauty and gifts of embracing the persona of the holy 
fool. You are invited to step off the edge, into the unknown, 
like the tarot image of The Fool, to choose the spirit of my 
favorite holy fool Ms. Frizzle for this new ministry: take 
chances, make mistakes, and get messy.”​ ​

July 21 | What Mischief Are We Going To Do Next?
Tonight we will watch Rev. Eileen Casey-Campbell’s 
second sermon as our new minister last September. 
“In a time when we may feel politically powerless, small, 
or ineffectual, we could turn to despair. Or to the sort of 
mischief that chips away at the edifice of empire and brings 
a different sort of power to the small and the vulnerable. Let 
us imagine some good trouble-making together.” 

July 28 | Open Topic
Let’s have an open topic discussion tonight! John 
Lukes will moderate our discussion.

Have a topic for us? Contact our team with your 
proposal at DropInDiscussion@uuroc.org.  

Finance
Submitted by Brian Mumey, Treasurer

The word of the day is Gratitude.

Gratitude to everyone who attended the Annual 
Meeting and voted to approve the 2026-27 budget. 
Gratitude to the committee heads, staff, Rev. Eileen 
and Rev. Michelle, and everyone who was involved in 
preparing the budget.

Gratitude to congregants who completed their 
pledge form for the 2026 Stewardship Campaign. If 
by some chance you haven’t completed one, please 
do so as soon as possible. Here’s the link: uuroc.org/
stewardship. And gratitude to Kathleen Shaffer and 
Adam Durand for acting as co-chairs. 

And speaking of pledges, gratitude to everyone 
who fulfilled their 2025-2026 pledges. The church 
depends on your generosity to run our programs and 
fulfill our mission. If you still have an outstanding 
pledge balance, please pay it as soon as possible. We’d 
like to wrap up the last fiscal year as soon as we can.

Gratitude to those church members who are no 
longer with us and had the foresight to include First 
Universalist in their estate plans. We would not be 
able to meet the current financial needs of the church 
without their generous contributions.

Gratitude to Ann Rhody, Bill Jones, Dave 
VanArsdale, all the workers and everyone who 
participated in making the February Service Auction 
such a success.

More gratitude to Ann, Bill, and Dick Shroyer 
for the work they have done, and continue to do, to 
support the financial wellbeing of our church.

Gratitude to Jim Milch for stepping into the role 
of Chair of the Finance Committee. 

And finally, gratitude to all of you for making 
First Universalist Church of Rochester the warm, 
welcoming and wonderful place that it is.

Have a wonderful summer.  

mailto:DropInDiscussion%40uuroc.org?subject=
http://uuroc.org/stewardship
http://uuroc.org/stewardship
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EcoJustice: Climate 
Justice Series, Part 3
Submitted by Juanita Ball

If you like to…. grow things or garden BUT you 
live in an apartment, you can:

• Start or join a Community Garden 
in your area. Hint: Join the church 
Garden Committee! See Adam Durand 
or Sarah Singal.

• Join or start a volunteer group to maintain 
your favorite public green space. 

• Advocate for the planting of pollinator-friendly 
plants in public green spaces.

• Encourage your apartment complex to replace 
large swaths of lawn with flower beds and then 
volunteer to help care for them.

• If you have a sunny window sill, try a container 
herb garden, or if you have a sunny balcony 
or patio, try container plants. Almost any salad 
ingredient can be grown in a container.

 • You have a sunny outdoor space—Ditch the 
lawn for a flower or food garden. Encourage 
garden centers to stock flowers native to your 
area and pollinator-friendly. Plant native and 
pollinator-friendly plants where you garden.

 • Avoid chemicals, use only natural herbicides 
and weed killers. 

• Start a compost pile or join a composting 
service. 

• Too much asphalt? Try a raised bed on it.

• Use a hand mower for the lawn and a rake for 
the leaves.

What, why, and how these suggestions help.

 • Green space and trees prevent heat sinks, are 
mood elevators, produce oxygen, and sequester 
carbon dioxide.

 • Plants native to your area use less water.

 • Pollinator insects are endangered, and they are 
needed for plant growth and humans can’t live 
without plants.

 • Climate change has changed blooming times 
faster than insects can adjust. Chemicals kill 
natural soil life.

 • Compost enriches soil and keeps food waste 

out of landfills, reducing methane, a powerful 
greenhouse gas.

 • Gasoline-powered lawn mowers, weed 
whackers, and hedge trimmers use fossil fuel and 
produce air (and noise) pollution. And exercise is 
healthy! 

The EcoJustice Group will not meet in July. The 
next meeting will be August 2, at noon, in the Chalice 
Room (23). All are welcome!  

Contract to Call Task 
Force Formed
Submitted by Willow Shirtz

It is our pleasure to announce the 
formation of the Contract to Call Task 
Force. At the present moment, Rev. Eileen Casey-
Campbell is under contract with First Universalist 
Church of Rochester New York, but has yet to be 
called as our settled minister. 

Our role is to gather information from the 
congregation about what long-term goals the 
congregation has for itself, what kind of qualities the 
congregation desires from a settled minister, and 
whether or not our current contracted minister, Rev. 
Eileen Casey-Campbell, possesses those qualities. This 
information will be gathered using multiple methods 
across the months of September and October, using 
a combination of interviews, surveys, small meetings, 
and so forth, and compiled into a report to be given 
to the First Universalist Board of Trustees.

We understand that our fellow congregants are 
going to be very curious about what our group does, 
and the methods we are planning on using to gather 
this information, and create our report to the board. 
Please see the link explaining the contract-to-call 
process here: uua.org/leaderlab/contract-call and see 
also the link explaining our task force's specific duties 
in this process here: uua.org/leaderlab/contract-call/call-
task-force.

Our group's members are Ann Rhody, Katherine 
Mattice, Molly Bell, Dwight Montague, and Willow 
Shirtz. Feel free to talk to us during coffee hour, 
or by email at settledministryteam@uuroc.org with 
any questions you have about this process, and the 
methods we plan on using while performing this duty 
for the congregation.  

http://uua.org/leaderlab/contract-call
http://uua.org/leaderlab/contract-call/call-task-force
http://uua.org/leaderlab/contract-call/call-task-force
mailto:settledministryteam@uuroc.org
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Queer Corner: The 
Call to Build Beloved 
Community
Submitted by Justin Wilson

In April, our congregation was a satellite host for 
the Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary 
conference for the first time. This conference, started 
in 2017, celebrates our larger LGBTQIA+ commu-
nity with workshops and dynamic keynote speakers, 
including this year’s guest, Logan Grendel (@focuse-
doninfinity). Logan’s speech included an exploration 
of their life journey and then a deeper dive into 
shared values for collaborative organizing: anticapi-
talism, anti-racism, decolonialism, anti-imperialism, 
intersectional and decolonial feminism, disability jus-
tice, pro-LGBTQ+, sex positive, anti-state violence, 
decolonized spiritual practice, pandemic conscious-
ness, and love.

I was struck by how seemingly ‘radical’ these pre-
sented values appeared, when contrasted against 
today’s world and reality. Yet, the values themselves 
absolutely align with our faith, of living in right rela-
tion with the interdependent web of life and com-
munity, of generosity and equity, of justice and love. 
Logan described their own internal conflict growing 
up, with the world they saw and lived versus one with 
these ideals prioritized. Over time, they identified 
that their sweet side began to give way to a saltier and 
non-binary side. Why? Because the world is a way 
it shouldn’t be, and that should make us angry and 
want to change that.

When I was a teenager I entered a significant 
depression, for relatively similar reasons: my naive 
childhood bubble was popped, I started to see the 
world as it actually is, and the incongruence between 
the two was a rift too wide to meld. I just happened 
to grow more sulky instead of salty. But the desire 
for change, to create a better world, has never dimin-
ished.

Despite my privilege as a cisgender, white male 
who happens to be queer, our society is structured—
by choice, not necessity— in a way that inflicts vio-
lence on all. While people who look like me aren’t 
‘Who’s gonna get it first and worst, every time,’ using 
Logan’s words, I’m not immune. When what is con-
sidered socially acceptable can be dictated and re-
codified by an authoritarian government, something 

we are seeing in action and which is directly impact-
ing lives, we are all at risk. After all, we all customize 
our gender, or ‘avatar,’ to some degree.

But we should not forget that we are all vulnerable 
as long as we live in a society that is built on racism 
and capitalism, on misogyny and transphobia, which 
reinforces a strict order of expectations through vio-
lence and which pursues extractive value through 
any means necessary. When our goal individually isn’t 
to be anything but ourselves, and our world won’t 
let us, the solution isn’t to change ourselves but to 
change the world.

What we cannot change or allow to be changed, 
however, is our core values, those we must embody 
to live by our faith in this web of a world. We must 
always uphold love. But don’t let that extinguish the 
flames of anger. Logan said, “Rage is holy. We’re all 
feeling angry because the world has been taken from 
us. … Even the Bible says, ‘Be angry, but sin not.’”

So let’s take our anger and our sadness and push 
into not hate nor sin nor resignation but into action. 
Find one thing you can do, one way you can make a 
difference. For as Ursula K. Le Guin said, “We live in 
capitalism. Its power seems inescapable. So did the 
divine right of kings. Any human power can be re-
sisted and changed by human beings.”  

Book Club Continues!
Submitted by Justin Wilson, Cong. Life Coordinator

Join us on Sunday, August 30, after service in the 
Chalice Room (#23) to discuss our next selection: 
Last Night at the Telegraph Club by Malinda Lo (more 
info at malindalo.com). This young adult work of 
historical fiction could not be more relevant today, 
touching on themes of immigration, government 
surveillance and censorship, and LGBTQ+ rights. 
Despite winning multiple prestigious awards (Winner 
of the National Book Award, Stonewall 
Book Award, Asian/Pacific American 
Award for Literature, and a New York 
Times Bestseller), it is “the 4th most 
banned book in America.”

Book Club meets when there is a 5th Sunday in 
a month. All are invited to attend—prior reading 
not required, though there may be spoilers! Join us 
on August 30 to help pick the next selection for our 
Book Club for the next 5th Sunday, November 29.  

http://malindalo.com
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Welcome Team: 
Bathroom Renovations
 Submitted by Marcy Klein, Welcome Team Chair

Although the large bathroom near the coatroom 
was designed to be fully accessible, it actually was not, 
much to the dismay of Lisa Gwinner, congregant and 
wheelchair user. The bathroom arrangement was 
barely adequate when she had a manual wheelchair, 
but when she started using a power one, she discov-
ered that numerous barriers impeded full mobility as 
well as easy access to the sink and toilet.

	 The Welcome Team and House Committee have 
been working to achieve full accessibility as quickly as 
possible. This is clearly a safety issue and absolutely 
essential to accommodate our congregants as well as 
guests to our church events and rentals.

	 A first step towards better acces-
sibility was completed in May. Clearing 
space for the minimum 5-foot turning 
diameter for a wheelchair was critical. 
The Team removed the wood table near 
the window and replaced it with a much smaller free-
standing shelf unit. They also relocated the trash cans 
to make navigation and toilet transfer easier. A stand-
ing dispenser for hand purifier was repurposed as a 
soap dispenser that can be used with one hand. They 
found and added a folding step stool to help children 
use the sink. 

	 But major problems still remain. The sink is not 
ADA-compliant and can’t be fully utilized by a wheel-
chair user. The built-in changing table and plastic 
storage bins near the door impede full wheelchair 
mobility. The room has no accessible storage for sup-
plies. So the Team is planning a more complete reno-
vation. Planned changes include: 

• Remove the built-in changing 
table and install a fold-down changing 
table on the wall across from the sink, 
at a height that’s ADA-compliant.

• Remove the storage bins and install a wall cabi-
net for all baby and bathroom supplies in the old 
changing table niche. 

• Add a shelf on the old changing table ledge, as a 
needed accessible shelf; remove the temporary shelv-
ing unit.

• Remove the sink and install an ADA-compliant 
one with a single-handle faucet, and add a back-

splash.

• Replace the mirror with a larger, lower one more 
suitable for a variety of users.

• Install an automatic soap dispenser on the wall 
by the sink, replacing the freestanding one.

• Replace the large trash can with a closed one 
that opens automatically with a motion sensor.

	 The Team will work closely with Lisa when 
planning purchases to make sure they are the best 
choices. The House Committee will hire contractors 
to do the majority of the work, but members plan to 
do small tasks and the painting themselves. They are 
hoping for minimal disruption during the construc-
tion phase, but ask for the congregation’s 
patience with any inconvenience. They 
hope that much of the work can be com-
pleted over the summer.

	 Lisa Gwinner and Charlie Courtsal 
have very generously offered to fund the 
renovations. “We see these upgrades as an important 
investment in the future of our church, as it strives to 
practice preemptive radical hospitality. It’s important 
to make sure that everyone who will use our build-
ing has full access, no matter what their individual 
needs,” Lisa said.

	 If you have any questions, feel free to speak with 
a Welcome Team member: Angelina Bell, Rev. Eileen 
Casey-Campbell, Marcy Klein, Michael Scott, Sarah 
Singal, or Justin Wilson.  
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Spotlight on Committees 
& Groups: Tuesday 
Drop-in Discussions
Submitted by John Lukes

In our UU community, so much of the heart and 
hands-on work happens behind the scenes — in 
our committees. That’s why the Communications 
Committee is presenting Spotlight on Committees & 
Groups, a regular newsletter feature that celebrates 
the people and purpose behind these vital teams.

Each month, we’ll lift up one committee’s (or 
group's) mission, share what they’re working on, and 
highlight ways you can get involved. Whether you're 
passionate about justice, music, spiritual explora-
tion, care and connection, or the logistics that keep 
us running smoothly — there's a place for your gifts. 
Whether you’re new to our congregation or have 
been here for years, we hope Spotlight on Committees & 
Groups will inspire you to get involved in a new way.

We hope this series will deepen your understand-
ing of how we live our UU values through shared 
leadership and collaborative service — and maybe 
even spark your curiosity to join in! 

Let’s build beloved community, together.

Current Chair & Members: I work 'under' Rev. 
Michelle Yates, but it's very unofficial....

Your Group/Committee’s mission or purpose: 
Hosting weekly topics of discussion of interest to the 
congregation and community. 

Committee/Group responsibilities: Hosting the 
weekly Zoom meetings and keeping record of how 
many attend each week for Rev. Michelle.

Something you wish people knew about your 
Committee/Group: Ironically, our “Open Topic” 
nights are some of the most engaging and interesting 
discussions, but if we fall flat we just agree to say good 
night and leave early...however, that's not happened 
during my tenure. We usually have to work at cutting 
off discussions as some folks leave right at 7:30pm.

One big/special project your Committee/Group 
has been working on lately: Each coming month's 
Drop-in Schedule

Are you looking for new members? Yes!

Are members voted on by the congregation or do 
they volunteer? All Drop-In Discussions are open to 

all—as long as everyone abides by our agreement to 
be considerate of one another.

How often do you meet?  Every Tuesday 6:30pm!

How do you meet? By Zoom. 

OWL Grades 4-6: Info 
Meetings & Schedule!
Submitted by Rev. Micxhelle Yates

OWL (or Our Whole Lives) is a comprehensive 
sexuality education curriculum designed for several 
age ranges. We will be offering OWL for youth in 
grades 4-6 this church/school year.

This curriculum has 10 sessions. We will plan 
on offering them on the 4th Sunday of the month 
September through June, with 
the exception of November 
and December when we will 
meet on the 3rd Sunday to 
avoid holidays. The sessions 
will take place after service 
from 12:30-2pm and include 
lunch from 12-12:30.

If you are interested in signing up or hearing 
more please contact edu@uuroc.org or register at 
forms.gle/fjACp38gzCDoCf978. 

Mark your calendar and plan to attend one of the 
following Program Information Meetings for Caregivers 
on Sunday, August 9, 12:30-2pm at First Universalist, 
or on Monday, August 10, 6:30-8pm on Zoom.  

mailto:edu%40uuroc.org?subject=
http://forms.gle/fjACp38gzCDoCf978
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Membership Committee 
Submitted by Donna Anderson, Chair

This month Marcy Klein will share her story 
with you. Here’s her story.

Can you tell us about your journey to our 
church?

It was a long circular journey full of sur-
prises! As a child I belonged to the beauti-
ful downtown Unitarian church, which was 
torn down in 1959 to build Midtown Plaza. 
Then I attended our 
Universalist church for 
a few years as a young 
teen, until my family left 
to join the Rochester 
Friends Meeting. Later 
I married a Bahá'í and 
joined that community, 
then divorced, and, influ-
enced by the writing of 
Thomas Merton, joined 
the Catholic Church. But 
when my mother returned to this church in 
the early 2000’s, she invited me to give a talk 
to the Drop-In Discussion group. I immedi-
ately felt at home back at this church again, 
and became a member about 18 years ago. 
I love feeling rooted here in this wonderful 
building and community. 

What are some church activities you enjoy?

I love collaborating with my friends on the 
Communications Committee, and I espe-
cially enjoy proofreading the newsletters and 
designing, and redesigning, our brochures. 
I’m very passionate about the mission of the 
Welcome Team and have enjoyed brainstorm-
ing ideas and coordinating projects to make 
our building more beautiful, welcoming, 
and accessible. And serving on the House 
Committee has been both fun and fascinating, 
and a never-ending learning experience that 
I really appreciate.

Why is our church community important to 
you?

This church has become my anchor in an 
ever-changing world. The wonderful com-
munity has embraced me, and helped me 
survive many tribulations, including multiple 

surgeries and the deaths of both my parents 
and my sister. The services are uplifting and 
enriching, constantly stretching me to become 
a better, more involved, and ultimately hap-
pier person. I find tremendous gratification 
in the small ways I can make our corner of 
the world better through my volunteering ef-
forts at the church—they give meaning and 
direction to my life. I am so blessed!

Marcy Klein, May 2026

Membership Committee meets every third 
Thursday from 11am-1pm at church. Let us know 
your thoughts and concerns! 

My tenure as membership chair has ended. The 
committee did a great send off: flowers, gift cards, 
cards. It’s been a great bunch of folks who made my 
tenure easy! Thank you all! —Donna  

Seeking Delegates to 
the 200th New York 
State Convention of 
Universalists Meeting
Submitted by MJ Curry, Nominating Committee Chair

Our congregation is entitled to send 5 delegates to 
the 2026 NYSCU Convention, to be held Oct. 9-11, 
in conjunction with the annual Unitarian Universalist 
Weekend at Silver Bay, a long-running 
event organized by congregations in 
the Capital District. NYSCU waives 
registration and subsidizes lodging 
and travel for official delegates.

If you would like to self-nominate, please send 
your name and whether you've been a delegate in 
the past four years to nomcom@uuroc.org by July 6. 

If the Nominating Committee receives more than 
5 self-nominations, we will meet to select the slate 
of nominees to pass on to the Board for its July 16 
meeting. Delegates should register for housing as 
soon as possible at nyscu.org. 

mailto:nomcom@uuroc.org
http://nyscu.org
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New York State Convention of Universalists 
2026 Annual Meeting 

at the 

UUUU  WWeeeekkeenndd  aatt  SSiillvveerr  BBaayy    
OOccttoobbeerr  99--1111,,  22002266  

Save the Date! 
Registration Open! 

Registration is open NOW! 
 Visit nyscu.org for registration form and information 

UU Weekend at Silver Bay is a gathering of over 200 UU’s,  on the shores of 
Lake George.  In addition to the NYSCU Business meeting,  the weekend 
features workshops,  music,  activities,  and meals, with opportunities for 
relaxation and fellowship.  For more information on the weekend,  click 
here:  https://albanyuu.org/blog/uu-silver-bay-weekend/ 

The NYSCU Board of Trustees has approved a subsidy of 
$300 toward registration for those who serve as 
delegates from a NYSCU member congregation and 
attend the annual meeting in person. 
To check for your congregation’s NYSCU membership 
status,  use this link: 
http://localhost/About_Us/joining.shtml 

https://albanyuu.org/blog/uu-silver-bay-weekend/
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https://www.rainbowseniorsroc.org/rocpridepicnic


150 South Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14604

Summer Minister | Peter House

Minister of Lifespan Faith Dev. |  
	 Rev. Michelle Yates

Music Director | Dr. Brock Tjosvold

Office Manager | Mx. Emma Barry

Cong. Life Coordinator | Justin Wilson

Nursery Care Provider | Carol Williams

First Universalist Church of Rochester, NY 
Nurture the spirit and serve the community.
First Universalist Church is a member of the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
a liberal religion with historical roots in the Jewish and Christian traditions.

First Universalist
Church of Rochester

Worship begins at 10:30am on Sundays

Board of Trustees 2026–2027

Michael Scott (Pres.), Adam Durand, 
Trish Gallaher, Kathy Russell, Howard Spindler, 
Clinton Swingle, and Bridget Watts

Editor, monthly newsletter, Our Outlook, & This 
Week at First Universalist (digital): Emma Barry

More info is available on our website: uuroc.org

The usual deadline for all submissions to 
Our Outlook is the 15th of each month.

mailto:uuroc.org%20?subject=

