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Sunday Services | October 2017

October 8 | Welcoming the "Stranger".
In this first of a series of sermons on spiritual practices, we'll take a look at
what some call radical hospitality - opening the heart to strangers as well as
friends - as a practice of both serving others and nurturing your spirit.
- The Reverend Peggy Meeker
October 15 | Moving Right Along.
When a congragation changes ministers, lots of emotions arise. Grief, anger,
despair, wonder, all surface... and at different times for different people. This
service is about a congregation's greatest change and how we can help each
other move into the future with grace and confidence.
- Jeff Donahue, UUA Transitions Coach [Note: Jeff will also be leading a
workshop after the morning service; details to be announced.]
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October 22 | Defending the Faith?
In this first of a series of sermons on our pluralistic Unitarian Universalist
theology, we will revisit the symbolism of our sanctuary, including "the guy
with the sword."
- The Reverend Peggy Meeker
October 29 | All Hallows.
With Halloween just two days away, we'll remember some of the more
"saintly" (or not) of our own ghosts, both individually and as a congregation,
and reflect on our continuing relationship with them.
- The Reverend Peggy Meeker

Cozy Night Supper

Pastor's
Perspective

Submitted by Kathy Russell

Message from The Rev. Peggy Meeker
The first COZY NIGHT SUPPER of this church year will be
held Friday October 27th from 5:30 - 7:30 in the Clara
Barton Lounge. Our potluck dinner will be from 5:30-6:30
and the program, from 6:30-7:30, will be an informative/
interactive one led by our ECOJustice Group. This will be
connected to our 7th principle "Respect for the
interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part"

Settling In
It’s been over a week now since I preached that sermon
in which I quoted our beloved board president as saying
“I’ve decided we have to change the name of the church
to ‘Don’t get used to it!’,” and I affirmed the value of
being in that transition place of not being really settled—
and I’m trying to practice what I preached. At the same
time, I’ve been busy settling into my study at church, and
I could get very used to that lovely inner sanctum (and
also to having my own parking space!). I think I’m in my
fourth week now, of settling in. I moved most of my
books from home during the first week, and in the second
week I figured out how to send and receive email and
brought in a potted plant, and last week I worked out
most of the kinks of having two offices and even got
Brandon to put a couple of posters and a painting up on
the walls. It’s feeling very cozy!

Please let me know that you will be attending at
krussel6@frontiernet.net, or on the church sign up sheet, and
what you would like to bring - salad, dessert, main dish,
bread, handheld fruit or vegetables. Drinks, silverware and
dishes will be provided. Your RSVP will allow us to know
how many folks to plan for logistically, and just how many
three bean salads we will have!!
And for for those who like to plan ahead, other dates for our
dinners are November 24th, December 29th, February 2nd,
March 23rd and April 20th.

That’s all good, of course—now I can actually do most of
my work there (here!), and I can meet with people here.
I’m usually at church most of the day on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, and can easily come in
other times as well, so if you ever want to come see me,
let me know! I would love to welcome you into my new,
albeit temporary, space.
This past Sunday we had a Drop-In Discussion about
“the state of the church.” I asked people a number of
questions, including “What’s working really well, and
what not so much?” and “Where are there divided
feelings?” We had a lively discussion, but we were a small
group, so I want you all to know that if you have thoughts
or feelings about where we’re at or what you hope the
future will bring, I have a wonderful space where we can
talk.

Social Justice News
The Rev. Dr. William Barber, author of The Third
Reconstruction, will be at United Presbyterian Church in
Binghamton on Tuesday, October 17th, from 7:00 pm
until 9:00 pm. The event is titled "A Mass Meeting for
the Poor People's Campaign: A National Call for
Moral Revival." United Presbyterian Church is located
at 42 Chenango St., Binghamton, NY 13901.

So can I settle in without getting used to it? I’m only here
for a little while. All ministers come and go, and it’s really
the congregation—not the minister—that is the church,
but interim ministers come and go faster than most. I’ll
be totally here while I’m here, but then I’ll help you
welcome in your next called minister, and then I’ll be
gone. So I’m delighted to be here, for now! Come see

me!
First Universalist Church of Rochester
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Sharing the Wealth

Walking
Together

Submitted by Ann Rhody, Finance Committee Chair
The Ministerial Search process has offered me a chance
to look back on our financial history. The search team
compiles a large mass of data about our assets, debt,
budget, and overall financial health. Some of the data
requested dates back to 2000.

Submitted by The Rev. Michelle Yates,
Director of Life Span Faith Development
This year, in Children’s Worship and beyond, we will be
exploring our Unitarian Universalist Principles which we
covenant to affirm and promote. Our Faith Development
theme for October is the First Principle, “The
INHERENT WORTH and DIGNITY of every person,”
or in our children’s version of the principles, “We believe
that each and every person is important.”

As I assisted the search team in compiling the data, it was
striking to see how much had changed during the last 17
years. There were years when the church faced deficits of
over $11,000. Years when we really struggled to maintain
the most basic needs of the building- to fix leaks and pay
the heating bill. I remember having to ask committees to
operate on a bare-bones budget, and paying our full fair
share to the UUA was a goal which seemed out of reach.
And our struggles to maintain our own financial health
made it even more challenging to help the community
outside our walls.

The most striking thing a colleague said to me after I
recently had a baby was, “Isn’t it amazing! This tiny
body containing a soul or consciousness that is at once
complete and whole just as it is, and at the same time has
limitless potential for growth.” To me this really captures
the essence of the 1st Principle. Each and every person is
whole and complete, AND has limitless potential for
growth just by virtue of being alive.

Today, things are different. Why? We have managed our
money wisely, and our congregation continues to be
extremely generous with the church. But one of the
biggest factors in changing our financial picture has been
bequests to our endowment. By remembering First
Universalist in their wills, members have left lasting gifts
which impact the church for many years to come. Such
funds can be invested and grow, providing a broader base
of support for the annual operating costs as well as longterm needs.

Unlike physical objects, a person has value no matter
what. No matter how old they are or what happens to
them. No matter their level of education, income or
social standing. No matter their skin color, or language,
or religion, or gender identity, or sexual preference. This
is a very counter cultural belief.
What circumstances, experiences or events does our
society tell us makes a person less valuable? Do you
agree?

Today, our church is in a financial position which really
enables us to do what is best for our congregation and our
community. While no one is advocating “free-wheeling”
with the church’s money, it feels great to further our
mission without having to be “penny-pinchers.”

As a UU, how do you answer the disparity between our
value to affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every
person, and the messages our culture sends about a
person’s value?

Remembering the church in your will is simple. The
finance team, or your attorney, can help you with sample
language. Please feel free to contact us for more
information. It’s the gift that really does keep on giving!!

How does this inform your involvement in social justice
initiatives?
This month in Children’s Worship we look forward to
exploring value, uniqueness, beauty in ways we are the
same and ways we are different, and how this motivates
our social justice efforts.

First Universalist Church of Ro

Full financial details of the 2016-17 fiscal year will be available in
the treasurer’s report in early October. As always, if you have
questions about any specific funds or expenditures, please contact a
member of the finance team.
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News from the Ministerial Search
Committee (MSC) Submitted by Chris DeGolyer
The Search Committee invites you to participate in our work in several ways this month. On Sunday, October 15th, we
will have a special guest; Jeff Donahue, our UUA transitions coach, will lead a service on change. After the service, he’ll
hold a congregational meeting to answer your questions.
We also ask you to help us with Step One of the search process, which is to learn what you, members of the
congregation, value in a ministry. We will also gather information to best represent our church to ministers in search.
We’ll learn by surveying the congregation and holding cottage meetings and interviews this month. We’ll make the
survey available both online and in paper, so please fill it out in the form you prefer. We will hold cottage meetings,
which are small group discussions where we can go deeper with your ideas than we can with the survey. If you haven’t
signed up for a cottage meeting yet, you can do so online at http://signup.com/go/NfvhmOG, or check the bulletin
board at church for the sign-up sheets, or contact the host of the cottage meeting. Here are the dates:

Date

Time

Host

Place

Sunday 10/1

12:15 - 1:45 pm

Steve Munson

Church - Back of Sanctuary

Tuesday 10/3

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Suzie Gutierrez

Church - Chalice Room

Wednesday 10/4

7:30 - 9 pm

Chris DeGolyer

256 Berkeley Street, Rochester

Sunday 10/8

12:15 - 1:45 pm

Bridget Watts

Church - Chalice Room

Tuesday 10/11

6:30 - 8:00 pm

Katherine Flynn

Church - Clara Barton Lounge

Saturday 10/14

9 - 10:30 am

Moritz Wagner

Church - Clara Barton Lounge (coffee & bagels)

Saturday 10/14

5:30 - 7 pm

Howard Spindler

Church - Clara Barton Lounge (pizza supper)

Your participation is very important to us. Thanks for your help!
We would also like to tell you about the process of this search for a new minister. Beyond the first step of gathering
information, the committee will be working on the following steps, as outlined in UUA guidelines, in the coming
months:
Step 2: We’ll prepare a detailed packet of information that describes the characteristics of our church as well as our
priorities for a minister (September-November).
Step 3: We’ll place the information packet on a password-protected website to share with all ministers in search
nationwide (November).
Step 4: We’ll receive applications, select and interview pre-candidates (January-March).

First Universalist Church of Rochester
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Roc/ACTS News

Step 5: We’ll submit our ranked choices of pre-candidates to
the UUA. At the same time, the pre-candidates will submit
their ranked choices of churches to the UUA. The UUA uses
these rankings to help search committees choose a final
candidate (April).

Submitted by Shirley Bond, Roc/ACTS Board Representative

Just a catch-up for you. The Police Accountability forum held
at East High on August 22nd was a huge success. Despite
inclement weather, 250 people were present. Over 2000
postcards were displayed. The candidates for City council
were all asked their stance on Police Accountability. It is a
huge issue in Rochester and RocACTS was proud to be one
of the sponsors. Many thanks to all of you who signed cards.
Many thanks to those who thought about it too!

Step 6: We’ll invite our final candidate to spend a week
interviewing with the congregation (April-May). The
congregation will then vote on whether to hire that candidate.
All information about ministers in search must remain strictly
confidential, so please don’t ask us for any information about
them, including any characteristics such as age, gender, or
location. However, we can share with you our progress in the
search process. Look for updates in the monthly newsletter, the
weekly online newsletter, the bulletin board, and Facebook.

The Childcare Assistance committee went door to door this
summer to have petitions signed to increase childcare
subsidies. They will be delivering them to State Legislatures
personally. They will continue to concentrate on citizens who
live in their district.
An all-day Structural Racism conference was held September
18th. This was the third part of a four-part, 2-year initiative. It
was great to be with so many different community members.
This workshop was sponsored by United Way and St. Joseph
Neighborhood Association. A lot of knowledge must be
gained before we can move forward as a community, but we
are getting there.

Washington Square
Park Community
Association (WSPCA)

So... the Rochester Alliance of Communities Transforming
Society (Roc/ACTS) is having a huge Public Action Meeting
November 2nd. This is a very important gathering because
Gamaliel is having a Northeastern National Training at RIT
Conference center at this time. It would be great if First
Universalist was well represented. We are ALL members. Of
course, more information will be forthcoming.

Submitted by Newcomb Losh

Exciting news for Washington Square Park Community
Association (WSPCA) and all who live, work and visit
our neighborhood!
We at WSPCA have been awarded a $15,000 Historical
Preservation grant from Rochester Area Community
Foundation (RACF) for Phase 1 planning to revitalize
Washington Square Park (WSP).

Save the date:

November 2nd 2017
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church
304 Joseph Avenue
Rochester, NY 14605

We are partnering with Community Design Center,
whose expertise in community design will help us
develop a focused, community-driven strategic plan to
preserve WSP for the next 200 years.
You will see more information in the coming weeks
about the next steps for this grant.
Our goal is to honor, respect and preserve the history of
WSP to benefit the community.

First Universalist Church of Rochester
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Living Our Values,
Making A Difference
Submitted by Newcomb Losh

Members and friends of First
Universalist marched with
hundreds of others in Rochester’s
Labor Day parade on Sept. 4th.

Lyle Jenks (far left) supported the NY Farmworker Bill.

Newcomb Losh (left) with Eli Harrell of
Immanuel Baptist Church, spoke out for
farmworkers.

The other
side of
Newcomb’s
sign
supported
Metro
Justice’s
Fight for
$15 parade
theme.

Connie Valk (left), who is also a member of
Rural & Migrant Ministry, marched in support
of farmworker justice.

Shirley Bond carried a sign for NY Immigration Coalition in the parade.

Photo Use Notification
The First Universalist Church occasionally takes
photographs during services and other congregational
events. These photos of members and other individuals are
intended for use in various forms of church-related media.
Members/Friends not wanting their images or images of
their children under the age of 18 so used may add their
names to a list by notifying the church office
(office@uuroc.org). When a single image is used, or an
individual’s image is dominant in a group photo, First
Universalist will make a good faith effort to contact the
individual for courtesy notifications and express consent
prior to the photo’s placement in a public medium.

Metro Justice held their Mayoral Candidates
event in our sanctuary on August 28. Four
parties were represented.

Photographer: Ed Deller

At least a dozen of our members and
friends joined the 80 or so who came to
hear Rochester’s mayoral candidates
answer questions.

The Rev. Peggy Meeker held aloft a bottle of oil she
then used to anoint the hands of the newly installed
Ministerial Search Committee members on Sept. 17.
L to R: Howard Spindler, Moritz Wagner, Steve
Munson, Bridget Watts, Suzie Syta Gutierrez,
Katherine Flynn, the Rev. Peggy, and Christine
DeGolyer. Onward!

All photos by Newcomb Losh unless otherwise noted.

Have an action photo or two of our members and friends being
inclusive, living our Unitarian Universalist values or making a
difference? Send them to Newcomb Losh at
jnewcomb.losh@yahoo.com.

Drop-In Discussion
Schedule
Submitted by Phil Ebersole

Submitted by Keith Stott

Drop-in discussions are held each Sunday in the Chalice
Room on the second floor of our church. Sometimes our
discussions are based on certain books or articles, but you
don’t have to read anything or do any advance
preparation to participate. Just drop in. People of all
viewpoints are welcome to make presentations or join in
the discussions.

Reaching for All
Existence
Autumn is upon us. According to UU minister Kenneth
Patton, “Autumn is the hour before sleep.” In his book All
Blessedness: A Book of Psalms, Rev. Patton also confesses
ambivalence in his love for autumn and his love for
women. He explains why and goes on to celebrate life in
670 psalms “dealing with the poetry, art, mysticism, and
philosophy of liberal religion.” For a comforting and
inspiring read, sign out Patton’s book from our church
library. Call number is 811 P. Find autumn’s literary
colors!

Discussions begin at 9:15 a.m. during the regular
church year.

October 8 | Jim Milch Rediscovers His Roots. In 1883,
Edward Milch, the great-grandfather of Jim Milch,
traveled from a small village in Hungary (now Slovakia)
to New York City. He was part of a mass migration from
central Europe to America. Jim Milch has been
uncovering this history over the past few years. He’ll tell
us of a trip by his brothers, his wife and himself to
Slovakia to see this village and look for traces of his
family’s past.

Book Group
Submitted by Shirley Bond

October 15 | Daring Democracy. Francis Moore Lappé’s
and Adam Eichen’s Daring Democracy: Igniting Power,
Meaning and Connection for the America We Want is a UUA
“good read” for 2017-2018. Phil Ebersole will summarize
the high points and lead a discussion.

Our Book Group selection for the month of October is
"Saving Faith" by Elizabeth Osta. She has agreed to lead
a discussion of her wonderful memoir. Elizabeth is an
accomplished storyteller so this should be an event too
good to miss. The Fairport library has a copy as does
First Universalist.

October 22 | War in Korea? Phil Ebersole will provide
some background information on the Korean crisis and
lead a discussion on the possibility of war with North
Korea.

We will meet in the Chalice Room on
Sunday, October 29th at 12 noon.
You do not have to have read the book,
but try to fit it into your schedule as it is
delightful.

October 29 | Fantasyland. Has the great American
experiment gone off the trail or have been off the trail
since the beginning? It’s a subject Kurt Andersen
explores in a new book, Fantasyland: How America Went
Haywire. Bill Elwell will lead a discussion in which he
touches lightly on the evidence and argument Andersen
puts forth in this provocative interpretation of American
history.

Any questions? Please see or e-mail:
Shirley Bond (bondshirl1@gmail.com) or
Sarah Singal (ssingal@rochester.rr.com)

If you wish to have a topic discussed or, better still, are
willing to lead a discussion, contact Phil Ebersole at
discussions@uuroc.org.
First Universalist Church of Rochester
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House Committee News

Submitted by Tom Ruganis

Save the date! The Fall Clean-up Day is Saturday, October 21st. If you have ever wanted to volunteer for the
church or to just get to know the building as well as other members a little better, this is a perfect opportunity!
There will be all kinds of cleaning, fixing, painting, and other tasks to be completed – something for all skill levels.
Breakfast snacks and a light lunch will be provided. For more information, please contact Tom Ruganis at
746-7796 (cell) or 442-2968 (home) or email to tom.ruganis@frontier.com.
A recent inspection by the Rochester Fire Department pointed out that our fire detection system was a bit behind
for the annual inspection. The inspection is scheduled for September 28th and will be done automatically every
year going forward. In addition the inspection pointed out the need for a few other minor corrections that will take
place, including a few new signs in the sanctuary.
The new sound panels/bulletin boards were re-installed and the entire north wall of the Clara Barton Lounge was
repainted. The lounge renovation project is almost done!
The Minister’s office received a couple of minor enhancements: the bookshelves were attached to the wall to
prevent tipping and two stained ceiling tiles were replaced.
The floors in the entire RE wing were stripped and re-waxed. Because of unusually damp weather the floors took
a lot longer to dry. Special thanks go to our Sexton for the extra effort required on his part and thank you for your
patience if this impacted you.
The sound system was reviewed and found to be functioning properly. Documentation will be prepared to assist
with problems that may arise.
A controller unit in the theater lighting in the sanctuary was found to be malfunctioning and is out for repair.
The church now owns a wet/dry shop vac. We no longer need to borrow one from the train club!
As always, if you are interested in helping with the planning and maintenance of the building please feel free to
contact anyone on the committee. The Committee is currently: Tom Ruganis, Chair (tom.ruganis@frontier.com),
Sarah Singal, Marcy Klein, Michael Scott, Ed Deller and Shirley Bond. We would love to hear from you!

Social Justice Plate
Submitted by: Shirley Bond, Marcia Weaver, Becky Elwell
Our Social Justice Plate Offering on October 15th will benefit
Interfaith Impact of NYS. This progressive statewide organization
gives us an opportunity to join with other progressive
congregations on an annual visit to Albany. We ask for Legislative
support on such issues as criminal justice, reproductive justice, and
climate control. Our very own Dick Gilbert and Carole Hoffman
work closely with this group. Their trip to Albany is just one
example of how working together can be achieved by a group of
like-minded, dedicated people and result in much success.

First Universalist Church of Rochester
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First Universalist Church
150 South Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14604

First Universalist Church of Rochester, NY
Nurture the spirit and serve the community
First Universalist Church is a member of the Unitarian-Universalist Association,
a liberal religion with historical roots from the Jewish and Christian traditions.
Worship service begins at 10:30am Sundays
Minister | The Reverend Peggy Meeker
Director of Life Span Faith Development | Rev. Michelle Yates
Music Director | Stacey Yang
Sexton | Brandon Fagan
Nursery Care Provider | Carol Williams & Sundae Hodge
Office Administrator| Christina Witkowski
Office hours, Tuesday - Friday, 9-3:15. Closed Mondays. Telephone 585.546.2826

Board Of Trustees 2017–2018
Nancy Gaede (President), Ed Deller (Vice President), Karen Ruganis (Clerk), Kitty Forbush,
Janet Rothbeind, Tim Mullins, Eric Van Dusen, The Rev. Peggy Meeker (ex-officio)
Editor, This Week at First Universalist (digital) and monthly newsletter Our Outlook: Christina Witkowski.
More information is available on our website: http://uuroc.org.

